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Blute nur, du liebes Herz, BWV 244, (1727) Johann Sebastian Bach 
"St. Matthew Passion" (1685-1750) 
Sich uben im lieben, BWV 202, (c.1730) Johann Sebastian Bace 
Weichet nur, betriibte Schatten, "The Wedding Cantata" 
Vier Canzonen, D. 688 (1820) 
Non t'accostar all'Uma 
Guarda, che bianca tuna 
Da quel sembiante appresi 
Mio hen, ricordati 
Der Maiabend (1827) 
Schwanenlied (1840) 
Frtihling ( 18 4 6) 
Airs chantes (1927) 
Air Romantique 




The Faces of Love (1995-99) 
I shall not live in vain 
As well as f esus? 
If you were coming in the fall 
It makes no difference abroad 









Graduate Recital presented in partial fulfillment for the degree 
Master of Music in Vocal Performance. 
Melissa Howe is from the studio of Carol McAmis 
Photographic, video, and sound recording and/ or transmitting devices are not permitted 
in the Whalen Center concert halls. Please turn off all cell phone ringtones. 
PROGRAM NOTES: 
'Sich i.iben im Lieben' is an aria from the solo soprano wedding 
cantata 'Weichet nur, betrubte Schatten' (Give way now, dismal 
shadows) . It was performed during the period in which Bach was 
Court Concert Master to Prince Leopold of Anhalt -Ki:ithen. The 
A. librettist is unknown. Bach composed it as Tafelmusik (table-music), 
W, probably sung by Anna Magdalena Bach with the accompaniment 
of Ki:ithen's court musicians, but where or for what wedding is also 
unknown. The cantata would have been lost, had not a music 
student copied the score in 1730. 
Bach's St. Matthew's Passion is a setting of chapters 26 and 27 of the 
Gospel of Matthew. The St. Matthew Passion is Bach's grandest 
musical composition. It calls for two separate orchestras and choirs, 
which all perform together and separately throughout. 'Blute nur, 
du liebes Herz' is found in Part One of the Oratorio and tells of 
Judas' betrayal of Jesus. 
Franz Schubert was an Austrian composer and wrote around 600 
lieder. While Schubert had a close circle of friends and associates 
who admired his work (including his teacher Antonio Salieri), wider 
appreciation of his music during his lifetime was limited at best. He 
was never able to secure adequate permanent employment, and for 
amost of his career he relied on the support of friends and family. 
9{nterest in Schubert's work increased dramatically in the decades 
following his death. These simple yet pleasant set of Italian songs 
speak of a popular Italian theme - Love. 
Fanny Mendelssohn composed more than 400 works, of which 
around 200 were Lieder. The eldest of the four Mendelssohn 
children, Fanny received the same musical education as her brother 
Felix but her father and brother were both strongly opposed to her 
publishing. Several of her early songs appeared under Felix's name . 
Felix admitted this, although it caused him some embarrassment 
when Queen Victoria assumed he had written "Aus Italien" and 
chose to sing it for him, believing it to be one of his songs! Fanny 
died in 1847, just as her works were receiving support. 
Francis Poulenc was a French composer and member of the French 
group of composers 'Les six'. He composed music in all major areas 
including vocal music and opera. Poulenc was extremely critical of 
ahis cycle of songs. He did not like the poet Moreas poems and 
9nakes fun of his choice of words in these compositions. The words 
are not the important however; the greatness of the songs lie in the 
structure of the melodic line. 
Jake Heggie is an American composer and pianist. He has composed 
more than 200 art songs, as well as chamber works and operas. The 
selections presented use the poems of Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) 
as text. Although more than half of her poems were written during 
the years of the American Civil War, it had no influence on her 
poetry. She has been characterized as a hermit and a heartbroken 
introvert. Many of works deal with life and love and many questio.A 
the large concepts of life, religion and relationships. • 
